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Baaara Gkkm y, Esq. : ZW .Vir i 1 am .till

en rvtttVfor California, nearly five months having
.lapsed since 1 sailed from Now-York. I now

write yon from the cabin of an American brigs**
tine (commanded by Capt. Wm. I. Watts, of

Baltimore) in which I took passage from Val¬

paraiso, in order to avoid a detention of several
weeks at Panama. I am in the midst of the

Pacific ocean, and from this prison of waters you
will hardly expect to receive important tidings
from me. But I find thst in my letters from Rio

Janeiro and Valparaiso there were some matters

.f interest, to which, on account of extreme haste,
1 did not allude at all. Indeed, the intelligent
voyager to Sooth America will always find sub¬

jects worthy of bis attention and study, which
cannot be noticed in the columns of a newspaper

SOUTH AMERICAN RUINS,
la all tbe cities of that country we discover

signs of past splendor and present joverty. No
where is tbe appesrance of decay ao striking as

in tbe ruins of ancient buildings. Magnificent
churches, whose vaulted roofs have echoed to the
{earful Diet trae, and whose neighboring ceme¬

teries teem with tbe carcases of illustrious dead,
are crumbling into gloomy ruins, carry ing with
them the recollection and the knowledge of their
eabiime architecture.
¦ A f lortoun remnan i of the Gothic pile

(Whileyet U»e Church wan Rome's.) stood aalf apt
la a grand arch, wiiicu once screened many an Blase."
* « * » e . .

" Within a niche ruga to its pinnacle.
Twelve Saints had once stood »enclified In stone."
»»»»»..

" But in a higher niche, alone, hut crown'd.
Tbe Virgin mollter of the(rod-born child.

With ber sou lo er bieWd arms looked round."
" A atiffhty window, hollow in the center,

Shorn of its glass of thousand coloriugs,
Through whi'ti thedeepen'd glories oncecoaM enter,
Streaming from off the sun-like seraph's wings,

Mow yawns all desolate: now loud, now fainter,
The gale sweeps through ita fretwork, and on sings

The owl hi* anthem, where the silenced caoif
Lie with their helletajabs sasShtsra like fire."
Nor are the relics of regal palaces and Francis-

eaa convents wanting to make up the picture.
They loom up from the midst of deserted plains,
grand even in their decay. They carry us back
in imagination to those stirring times when tbe
royal court of Portugal, of which the Brazils were
Iben a colony, migrated to the New World, and
planted its scepter upon the summits of the gigan¬
tic Andes. They teach us that human works are
perishable shadows, dust in the nostrils of tha
Omnipotent.

THE SrANISil-AMERICAN RACE
Tne destiny of the country seems to be a semi-

barbarism.else why is it that, with equal facili¬
ties, they are so far behind the English race?
Why is it that a people possessing one of the
most favored countries on the globe, are so de-
Icient in the know ledge of the glorious arts of

peace and tho less glorious art of war? The

spectacle of ignorance and imbecility presented
at this moment by South America, furnishes the
world with a solution of the rreat problem of civ
ilisation. It ia this that it is tbe mission of the
Anglo Saxon family of men to civilize the world;
¦ad that the more extensive the infusion of thut
people with the other races of mankind, the more

rapid will be their advance in all the iirts and ele
ments of civilization.
OPERAS IN It It JANEIRO AND V ALPARAISO
Borne of the South Americans possess a musical

taste, nuite as unexceptionable as that display ed
by the "Committee of Subscribers" to our own

Opera. Operas are supported in Rio Janeiro asw

Valparaiso upon a st ale ol msgfaltksasce arnica I
nave never witnessed in New x ork. Indeed an
Italian operatic tri upe may be found in every city
of importance in South America. In Rio Janeiro
tbe emperor and bis family are scrupulously reg¬
ular in their attendance at the Opera and m Val¬
paraiso it is mainly supported by the Irrei.n resi¬
dente, of whom there are many wealthy aud en¬

terprising. I attonded the < >pera in V alparaiso.
I think "/ Pun/ant" was the piece perlormed.-
and it was given with ability ami marked effect.
The instrumentation v, as exceedingly accurate
and beautiful. tl e orchestra an inhered ahout forty
persons. The choruses wer« defsctive; the
prims donna reminded me stron.-ly ol Tr illi her
netina was graceful and ciepant.'and her voice,
which gave evidence of tho highest cultivation,
possessed a sweetness and purity which 1 havo
never heard excelled. Similar praise mieht be
justly awarded to the basso and tenor. The cos-

tamer and scenery, as well as the audience and
the building itaelf, showed the presence of wealth
and refit emet.t

VALPARAISO.
The lucrative business of Valparaiso is almost

wholly monopolized by foreigners- The bast mo-

t hanics and the richest merchants are foreigners
tbe natives do not seem to possess sullieieut busi¬
ness tact to enable them to compete with the
American, English aud Scotch residents. The
natives are in tact merelv " hewers of wood and
drawers of water,' while the more enlightened
Anglo Saxons amass colossal fortunes with ease
and rapidity. Valparaiso (which rendered in
English means. 1 suppose, " Vale of Paradise "j
is toe most important commercial port la the Pa¬
cific ocean. The nmoant of shipping in the har¬
bor seemed to be nearly equal to that which wa
¦ee approaching tbe harbor of New York. Thero
is an extensive trade carried on with the interior,
the ancient mode of transportation by mules is
¦till universally practiced. I have seen droves of
these animals numbering several hundred in each,
coming into the city heiter skelter, all heavily
laden, and without any other guide than oue or

two pedestrian drivers. An abundance of wheat
and potatoes of an excellent quality arc grows
in Chill. Vegetables, consisting oi pumpkins,
beans, onions, Ac. Ac grow almost spontaneously
and are fully equal, aud in many instances su¬

perior to our own. The soil must, therefore, bo
very thrifty and productive.

SCENERY AROl M> PKRNAMR1 CO
The coantry in the neighl»orhood of Pernan.b".-

ro (Brasil) is exceedingly bcautsful. While in
that city 1 procured a horse, and ia company with
two friends, rode out to the "Baden-Baden "

or
¦ Newport " of Brasil, to whh h the wealthv re¬
sidents retreated during the prevalence of the
yellow fever in the city The country through
which we rode abounded in groves of figs and
coooanut trees and smiling pastures, while ever
and anon vast garden a, overcrowded quite with
fragrant Mow ers, would greet our eyes'- kfy *j*>
taatcal education being somewhat limited, 1 could
not find names for the multitude of Sowers. 1
could only pause, aad ejaculate " beautiful, oh,
bow beautiful' " There are many prince!v resi¬
dences in the environs ol'Pernambuso: the arvhi-
lecture is evidently an importation of the Arra-
gonese cr the hidalgos of old Spain. They are
generally square and massive buildings construct¬
ed of the most durable materials they are with¬
out those gaudy ornaments which mar all art,
but they are nevertheless imposing and elegant-
Tbe style of buildings in \ alparaiso is inferior;

I did not see a single building in the towu worthy
of note. There are in \ alparaiso several restaur¬
ants or eating and drinking hous>ss on a scale si¬
milar to Florence's in New-York, these houses
ware swarming with Americans and F.ngiish, all
eating and drinking and chatting with that sort of
eagerness which is, 1 believe, peeulisr to the uni¬
versal nation.

CHILIAN VKGETAT ION.
The town of \ sjpaasiso Ües, crsxefully enough,

in tbe lap ol a range of tSKsuntains more remarka¬
ble for their fantastical shapa* than for their hight
A carpet of green covered their summits speci¬
mens of tbe cactus plant, of the stoat rare and
beautiful sjpecjsst, might also be seen growing lux¬
uriantly and spontaneously. I thought hove dear¬
ly some of our lady florists ta New-York waujj
priae these specimens of the cactus, without arry
tending or cultivation, they exceed here any of
tbe species which 1 have seen at home.

THE VALPARAISO PRESS.
For tbe information of tbe compositors up stairs,

iarlodmg my food friends, Hooker and 'Jale, I
will state that the printers of \ alparaiso, are, as
a class, very inferior to their brethren in New-
Ycrk. Tbe printing oflices too arc not regulated

with that regard for good order%nd cleanliness
for which American printing offices are remaraa-

ble. The ty pe and < asee are execrable.the
presses antiquated and worn out hand naachmea
.the printera wretched r-reaturea.and the prn es

IfJ cente per 1,000 emi! 1 can hardly believe
that theae people know there ia auch a thing aa a

(team preaa in existence | and if Mr. Hoe would
.end oat one of his presses 1 think he would lind
a purchaser for it. The leading daily papers are

the Mrmi'io and the Imprtumnn \ the Govern¬
ment is interested in one or both of these papers,
snd would, no doubt, buy a press for them if a

good opportunity offered. They have a good cir¬
culation, and are making money. Their printers,
however, do not underitand the rights and the
dignity of labor as they are understood in the
United States.

THE FEVER AT RIO
You have been fully advised of the late dread-

ful mortality in Kio Janeiro in coneeqaence of the
introduction there, by a alavcr, of a kind of fever
peculiar to the coast of Africa. At the period of

my departure :rom Kio. aome three months ago,
the diaease had partially subsided ; but in conse¬

quence of the near approach of warm weather, its
reappearance, in a more dreadful form, was daily
apprehended. I learned during my atay that ao

profoundly impreased was the Government of the
necessity of doing aomething to prevent a revival
of the disease, that the Cabin-it was discussing
the propriety of shutting its ports against all ves¬

sels from the coast of Africa. Such a measure

would seriously affect the elave trade, which, in
apite of the laws of Brazil and her treaty stipula¬
tion*, is still carried on.

THE SLAVE TRADE.
There are to the Brazilian Government other

conclaaive reasons why an embargo should be
placed upon vessels from the ports of Africa. One
which might be urged, was the prospect of diffi¬
culties between Brazil and England, arising from
the severe and active measures which the latter
country is taking against vessels engaged in the
alave trade. The English Government has signi¬
fied, in various ways, its belief that the Govern¬
ment of Brazil secretly eneoura«es the slave trade.
Hence the porta ol Brazil are constantly block¬
aded by English men of war, and every vessel
entering or departing ia boarded ami searched,
if in the judgment of the English, there are good
reasons lor suspecting that she is a s'aver. I
have already informed you that the American
steamer Confidence, from New-York, in which I
entered the harbor of Kio Janeiro, was boarded
oil that port at 4 o'clock. A M. by an armed boat
from an English vessel of war. This incident is
a conclusive proof of the acsuracy of the state¬
ment which I have just made respecting the
searching system.

PARTIES IN BRAZIL
From the best intelligence which I was enabled

to gather in Kio Janeiro during a very brief atay
in that city, I was persuaded that there were
some good grounds for the suspicions entertained
by the Engiish in relation to the Supposed encour¬

agement given to the Slave trade by the Brazilian
government. There are in Brazil two distinctive
parties.distinctive and antagonistic, not m poli¬
tics alone, hut in Society, and in the various com¬
mercial and financial enterprises in which that
country is so largely engaged. < >ne of these is
called the Portuguese party.the other the Bra-
asAssaa party. Bothare represented in all the de
pertinents of the government-. lutttn.» strength
is unequal, the Portuguese party is the strongest,
not in blood and ainews, but in money and in in¬
tellect. The Portuguese party is represented in
the person of the Emperor, who is brother to the
present Uueen of Portugal. The influence of the
Church, which in Catholic countries is always
overwhelming, is also enlisted on the aide of tne
Portuguese. They are in fact the great monetary
and monarchical power of the country which the
Braziliana only halt succeeded in throwing off in
the late revolution. The Brazilian party la the
popular party.the atrongeat numerically, hut the
weakest in talent and money. The animosity
subsisting between t'iese parties ia most invete¬
rate snd irreconcileable. It is a deep and impla¬
cable hatred which can only bu eradicated by the
utter extinction of one or the other. The identi¬
ty of these parties will b*e sufficiently indicated
when it ia observed that one ia " the party of the
people," and that the other is ' the monarchical
party.'' The last is the party which it is univer¬
sally conceded, secretly encourages the slave
trade while the former discourages it by every
means in ita power. So far then aa the Brazilian
or popular patty ia responsible tin- the acts of the
Portuguese, in their individual hut not in their
public capacity, (for the Portuguese representa¬
tive- in the government profess to be warmly op
posed to the slave tradel so far they are amena¬
ble to the charge which is made against "the gov¬
ernment of Brazil' of encouraging the alave trade.
The truth Is that the masses of Brazil art* cruellv
oppressed by tho lordly Portiianeeo.- aassl that ff
they muat Buffer the horrors of war they will have
to bear it aa one of the train of evils which des¬
potism and misrule has brought upon them.

rYours Ac. W A C.

FROM WASHINGTON.
The Union ( onventlon nt Washington likely

to be abandoned.
Correspondence of The Tribune.

Wamiimcton. s'rtday, Jan. S.
It is becoming evident that the call for a Union

Convention of the different Statea to meet hero
on the ~~d February will not be responded to in
the manner which was anticipated by the original
movers. If it is held at all it is painfully certain
that it must be a weak and puerile demonstra¬
tion which would inevitably weaken instead of
strengthen the cause of Union A few weeks
since, even, there seemed to bo some little neces¬

sity for reasserting that attachment to the Union
of the 8tates and to the Federal Government
which is so universally and unanimously enter¬
tained North, and winch is comparatively bat
slightly weakened South. But now we have Con-
gress in session.'pacitically and peacefully pro¬
ceeding with the public business and exortiug
upon the country the most beneficial influences in
the direction of peace, harmony and conciliation.
The tiree of disunion are smoldering even in
South Carolina and they have entirely gone out
in Georgia and Alabama. The American people
are quietly engaged in their usual pursuits, why
then disturb this returning repose bv an assem¬

blage like this at the seat ofthe National Govern
ment*

If it is to be a mere political Convention, designed
for President making, snd it will be difficult to
convince any man at all conversant with politics
that it ia designed for any other purpose. The
projectors ean arrive at the end proposed without
disturbing the existing calm, or opening anew the
agitation of the last twelve tuontiis.

The Union of this morning advocates the Con-
\ entioti, but fails to show what good it can eilect.
It aignificantly intimates in very plain terms that
the Democracy will not merge itself in any new
political organization. It ia uuqueatiouably of the
opinion, however, that it would be an excellent
thing it theW ig party could be aplit up by this
new plan of a "nion Party and set adrift at the
next Preaiiential canvass, to float about for the
next twenty years, while the Democracy fatten
upon another Jackaon era.
Mr Cass. however, knows that his chances are

not with the L' won party, and other gentlemen are
beginning to be afraid el it ainco Democrata are
beginning to draw back. Meaars. GASS, Wkb-
STkKand Ci.at have within the last forty-eighthours expressed their disapprobation of the pro¬
posed Convention. They can see no advantagewhich can possibly accrue from it, since excite-
meet upon the sahjaft has died away, and the
state of tilings which could give it moral force
have ceased to exist.
The Senate, as will bo seen, are going oa with

the California land title bill, Mr. Bkntoss sub
stitateto Gwiy« bill being now before the Se
nate. When the merita of the cue become more

apparent, it will become an intereatine as well as
important subject for comment. At present it
docs appear that the mode in which Mr. Bsjrfon'l
bill proposes to get at the validity ot titles :s more
nearly in couformity to that etrie't justice of which
thia Government ought to be though it is not, the
exemplar than any proposed or likely to be pro¬posed. It provides for the ascertainment and con¬
firmation of all good and valid titles by summary
and simple process, and at the expense of the
United States. WorttR Yo.n Twillsr.

Isir Ex Gov. Fijh returns, in a few days, with
his family, to New-York, where troops of friends
snd cordial greetings await hira. He leaves at
Albany enduring recollections of his integrity and
patriotism as a Chief Magistrate? ai.d sf his vir¬
tues as a Otis«. ; Alb. Journal, Friday.

Tribune's Special Dispatches.
From Wn%bi"g«»B-«;oT. Quiftwaa, See.

\V»«h!V(.rrH, Sarnrisy. Jsn 4.

Gov. Qnitman refuse* to answer the in¬
dictment in the Cnban ease until he cease*

to be Governor of Mississippi.
The Notional Tntelligenrer commences

to-day a history ofthe Disunion projects, dee.

By Telffraph to The New-Tork Tribnnp.
Washington lirms.

WaSSOMTOSL, Jan. 4.
The I n ion National Convention for the S2d

February being deemed unnecessary by its origi¬
nal friends, the movement wiil not be carried
through.
The U. S. frigate St. Lawrence has fina'ly been

selected as the National Vessel for trantporting
articles to the World's Fair at London.

The Weather, A.c.
Btrrate, Saturday. Jan. 4.

We had another old-fsshioned snow storm last
night, which is still rsging, with a high wind from
tbe north. Snow drifting badly thermometer N
degrees, barometer 19.

h_ P.M..The wind is blowing from the north¬
west. Tbe thermometer is I2 degrees above zero.

No train is yet in from the Last
"

The storm hu
passed over, and we have a prospect of fine
weather.

RociiEsTra. Saturday, Jan. I

A heavy storm of snow and wind, fully equal to

any of the season, is now raging. Snew fell last
nigbt to the depth of four inches. Thermometer
20 degrees. Wind from the northeast, and drifting.

- P.M..We have a sharp piercing wind from
the northwest. The thermometer is falling fast,
and is now only 10 degrees above zero. It has
snowed by spells ail day. About five inches have
fallen since last night.

(»-.. r Saturday, Jan. 4.
It snowed during the night. Wind from the

northwest, and rising fast. Every appearance of
another heavy storm. Thermometer II decrees.

T P.M W e have a very high wind from the
northwest, accompanied with severe snow squalls.
It is a very boisterous night. The thermometer is
IT degrees above zero.

Hvrucse Saturday, Jan 4.
Snowed quite hard all last night, and still con¬

tinues Wind north, thermometer 15$ degTeeS.
- P.M..There is a high wind from tbe north¬

west, and it is snowing very hard. The thermo¬
meter notes IS degrees. Utk \, Saturday, Jan 4.
Weather stormy. Some three inches of snow

fell last night. Wind south-east, thermometer
IT decrees; barometer 2:>-lc0.

I P.M. It is now clear and cold. The storm of
this rooming ceased about 11 o clock. The wind
then changed to the northwest, and the weather
has grown colder. The thermometer indicates 10

degrees, and the barometer is rising. A few miles
north of the city, the snow is four and a half feet
deep. Alrasy, Saturday. Jan. 4.
Snowed all last night, and still snowing; about

three inches fell during the nigbt. Wind north¬
west thermometer 13 degrees.

- P M..The weather is pleasant, but cold, and
the wind is blowing very strong from the west.
The thermometer is 11 degrees above zero.

Tftov, Saturday, Jan. 4.
Thermometer IS degreee. Snowed last night

to tre öcpth ofthv«o iu« ii«a. Wind west. Weather
heavy, and still snowing.

t P.M..The wind is strong from ti.e west, and
the thermometer is 11 degrees above zero. It is
a clear, starlight evening.

Montreal, Saturday, Jan 4.
Thermometer 2 degrees below zero. Barome¬

ter MIS, Snowing a little. Wind uorth east, fj
Qi'Ehic. Saturday, Jan. 1.

The thermometer, in Lower Town, la3 degrees
above, and in Upper Town, :i degrees below zero.

St. Johns, C. E Saturday. Jan. 4.
The weather is fine, and very cold. Tho ther¬

mometer is 'i degrees, with a northerly wind.
Bi au .k.ton. Vi. Saturday, Jan. 4.

The weather is cold and cloudy. Wind from the
north, with a slight fall of snow. Thermometer 5

degrees.
XX\!«t (O.M;KEN«t....<*««d SiMion,

.*>.
Washington, Saturday, Jan. I.

The Fanatl is not in session to day, having ad¬
journed over to Monday.

HOUSE Ul REPUESKNTATIVKS
Mr. B i introduced a bill to rotund to Michi¬

gan certain money advanced for the transporta¬
tion of Volunteers to Mexico during the war.
Mr. ToTSJfl introduced a bill granting certain

Lands for a Railroad from Terre Haute to iiliuuis
Tow a. Bo;h refeferred.
The House went into Committee on the Postage

KcdVctlen Hill.
Mr. Fka i UBS ton (Opp.) ol'Mississippi, nave

notice of amendments which he intended to oiler,
providing for the transmis ion of newspapers free
of charge in the States w herein they are publish¬
ed, and beyond such States at a charge ot halt a
ceut per copy and also providing for an increase
of mail facilities.
Mr.GlsUU of Maine was opposed tos uniform

rate oi postage, He w as willing to submit to the
charge of two ceuts for letters transmitted tive
hundred miles, five cents for a thousand miles,
and for any greater distance ten cents. He
thought that postage should bo charged on all
matter. A great deal of trash w as sent by mem¬
bers free, more to tickle than to benefit their con¬
stituents: and those who never receive any docu¬
ments should not be taxed for tho advantage of
those who do.
Mr.WsTKiNJ (Whig) of Tenn. was opposed to

tbe bill, if it was to deprive his people ol mail fa¬
cilities, which was the result of the redaction of
1843. He was opposed to the abolition of the
franking privilege, viewing it as the most direct
medium through which the people can obtain in¬

formation from Washington.
Mr. 8v\ eitzir, (Opp.) of Ohio, opposed the bill,

and expressed his surprise that h a colleague Mr.
PoTTBI1 should be so blinded by the influence
brought to bear on him. The petitions in favor of
the bill originated in a common source, and were
distributed all over the country forsnjuaturea, aud
enforced by hired agents of the scheme. The
messure has in it an ulterior object.it is to in¬
crease the genera! expenditures of tbe country,
that the tariff may be raised. He was opposed to
the abolition of the franking privilege-

Mr. Hoot, Free Soil,) of Ohio, intended to vote
for the best reduction he could get, and argued
that the Post Office Department should sustain
itself; that all matter should pay postage, and in
advance, and if tbe system ce.ld bo established
on this principle, then it could be determined at
what rates of postage the Department could sus¬
tain itself.
The Committee then rose,

ts Mr Pottir, (Opp of Ohio, ottered a resolu¬
tion which was adopted, that the debate on the
Postage bill shall close in two hours after the
House shall again go into Committee on it.
Mr. Sipliv, (Delegate from Minnesota,) intro¬

duced a bill authorizing Oregon and Minnesota to
take charge of their school lands.
The House then ad<oumed.

Abeenteea In Cong-res*.
A call of the House of Representatives on Fri¬

day, 3d inst- to ascertain the names of the Ab
seutees, resulted as follows
Ai ntkes.Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Asumun, Ba¬

ker. Bennett, Bissel!, Bowdon. Bowie, Brown ot Indiana,
r aro ( i i adwi rjartssr c -.<» D»-.-
iels. Dickey. Duer, Durkee, Evans ol Md., rowler. Utd-
a age, u..t»orr. Hees- :t. Hssalson, Harlan. Harris of Ala..
Hams of Pi. Hefjard. Holiday. H...mee, Howard, Hen-
hard. Inxe. R W Joftrson. Jof*s. Ju :ea. Kaufrneu, Leff-
ler. Lev.n. LiuMMS. Mason. McDonald. McDowell
McLaue. Meacham, Miller (sfOkio. M:..er of iowa, Morse.'
Mcrton, Ne'son, New oil. Uiils, Outlaw, Phmix. Pitman,
Retro.cs. RtKt. Rose, R^s», Rj.rasev. SVtiennerhora. Sod^
doe. epa .ii! r. K. P. Start.<r. R H Star.ton. Stepaeua,
Thoa;r»or. Ti.unnar. \\ lid nek. Wiinioi, Wright.
Present.|.)g Absent. »3$.

Treaaary Notes Outstanding.
The amounts of Treasury Notes outstanding

on the 1st of January, 1831, were as annexed i
Tseascry Department, >

Register's Offlce. Jan 1, 1*51 5
Aaaourt o>:iataodia; of the several Issues prior
to July 22.1846. as per records of this office..$138,7?l 64

Amount outstanding of the issue of July 23.134*
** r-' '-rcr-i. . ^0*0 ft

Amount outstanding: of tee issue of Jan ZS. 1847,
ee per records of this office.S*£S* SS

Total.ll&Kl 64
Deduct cancelled notes in Uie bands of eceount-
in/ officers, of which 8** is under acts prior
to Julv 22, lS4t>, and |io<> under act of Julv

22 Bi.j «*> 00

TOWNSEND HAINES, sUSster"
tW Fp ia Franklin County they have snow in

places 9 feet deep.

THE COURT OF APPEALS.
e

( omniock'H Kcperta, Vol. I Hal.
Ts Ott Editor ./ The Tribun«
The volume above mentioned, baa not yet ap¬

peared. It may be interesting to the public to

know that it is to be published by Gould, Banks
h Co. at the low price of tl 50, there being no

copyright. The Constitution provides that all
lawa and judicial decisions shall be free to all to

publish. An A-t was passed in l-t-1, authorising
the publication of the Deciaions of the Court of

Appeals by Cor.frac', without obtaining a copy¬
right. An amendment was made last Winter,
providing for a copyri-'ht of any notes or refer¬
ences made by the State Heporter. What the
value of the notea or references may be, remaina
to be seen. It would seem likely, from some indi-
cationa, that there will be a traditional or un¬

written law, that is to say, unreported decisions,
which the reporter msy nave confidential custody
of, and whicii may be occasionally referred to in
notes.
Some cases may be omitted as being of no great

importance in principle; but sometimes such
omission may occur for the contrary reason, that
ia, of being too important to be made to depend
upon any written opinions.
The great case of the Dry Dock Bank, decided

a year aince, has not yet been reported. The
opinion delivered by Justice Cady, which was, at
the time, considered to be the opinion of the
Court, appears to have been repudiated or thrown
aside, it has been triven out that other opinions
were to be written, but it will be found difficult,
after this lapse of time, to extricate the case from
the doubts in which it appears to have been in¬
volved, and we shall, probably, not see it in the
forthcoming volume of reports. The Dry Dock
case will, therefore, it is to be expected, bv one

of those ominous decisions which occasionally
loom up in the argumenta of lawyers, or the
recoilections of Judges.
The case of Seldeu vs. Vermilys, which will be

reported, will be worthy of some notice by the
Beporter, that may, perhaps, deserve a copy¬
right. 1 shall volunteer a tew remarks which it
shall be free to all to publish.
The question involved in this case, was wheth¬

er a sale should be made of a large property,
consisting in part of real estate and in part
of personal. Tt;e property waa held, or, at
least, a copy thereof had been made with the
intention Of vesting the title in trustees. By
an agreement of all the parties in interest under
their hands and seals, it was covenanted,in conside¬
ration of the relinquishment of certain prior rights
belonging to seme of the partiea, that the proper¬
ty sbonld be sold by the trustees, upon due notice,
liy advertisement, snd the proceeds divided pro
rata, according to the respective righta of the par¬
ties. Mr. Seiden, one of the parties to this agree
ment, commenced a suit to prevent the sale and
have partition made, instead of the sale. A long
litigation ensued, in which repeated derisions
were made by the Supreme Court, both at 8pecial
and General Terms, against Mr. Seiden, and by
the Superior Court, where the eause was tinally
brought to a hearing.
The Court of Appeala have decided that thero

waa a defective trust, and that the trustees could
not give a title, therefore there must bo a parti¬
tion, fhe opinion only was delivered, in which
the single point was chscusied aa to the validity
of the trust in regard to real eatate.

Admitting the sounonrsa of t*»t» »j-inion m\n to

the trust, it might have been questioned whether
the conclusion would follow that partition ahould
be made contrary to the express agreement of the
parties, aa the defective title could have been
made good by a confirmatory deed, which the par¬
tiea could have been compelled to execute. But
this, at all events, related only to real estate.
There was no suggestion in the opinion of any
difficulty in regard to the personal property, which
waa in the actual possession of tho trustees, and
which, of course, they had the power to sell.
The decree, however, which was entered U|>on

the decision, includes the whole property, real
and personal it also directs the payment back
of all costs which Mr. Seiden had paid under the
various orders abeve mentioned, and allows him
full costs and counsel fees, and that partition
should be made for which purpose a referee ia ap¬
pointed, with power to inquire into the interests
of the respective parties, and to make partition
among such as shall be found to be entitled.
One ia struck with astonishment at the aggre¬

gation ol anomalies in this decree, and can hardly
tell which calls most for comment.
Here is a decree for partition where the right of

some of the parties is to be litigated before the
relerte, a thine unheard of in chancery practice,
the rule being Veil sett'ed that partition can be
made only where the rigiits of ail parties are ad-
imiwt¦ i, «',.<» that n.lverse tftle rnnnnt tic tried In
that form of proceeding. The payment back of
interlocutory costs, it is believed, is also without
precedent
Then also ns to final costs, if this is to be re¬

garded as a suit in partition, all parties should be
allowed their costs alike; or, if the general rulo is
not to be followed, and the merits of this particu¬
lar case are to be rngarded, why should costs be
allowed to a plaintiff, who by a technical objec¬
tion l as succeeded in getting rid of his agree¬
ment I (Josts, being diseretionsry. could have
been denied by the Court. Was it a caae calling
for an allowance by way of indemnity for the very
conscientious proceeding of this party .'
But aa to councel fees the allowance is without

precedent and, I venture to say, without author¬
ity by statute.

Lastly, a partition is here made of personal
property, held by trustees which the partiea had
agreed ahould be sold, and against which there
waa no legal impediment. It a covenant under
seal has no piore worth than this, it is well that
it should be understood.
Tho report, perhaps, will not ahow the decree

in fall. This snort.note of the cue, it is tobe
hoped, may be of service to some publisher who
bu not the benefit of a copyright.JURISCONSiLtis DEDOCTUa.

The < ensne.
New York .The L'ttra Gaxette has been fur

nished with tbe following aidikional returns
1»4<>. 1850. Farm». Dtctl^mt

Before reported..586,183 680,114 54.271 128,660
It, Lawrence. 56,634 6S,t>34 6,233 11.737
Broome.22348 30.660 J.,497 5.644
Montgomery.35,801 31.913 1,924 \V>8
Tioga. 20,351 25,384 2,031 4,112
Heranuer. 37,378 38,257 2,755 6.663
Cbautauque. 47,641 50,62 1 5,278 9,074
Oswego. 43,820 62.150 4,582 11.056
Livingston. 3i,3i4 4",W7 2,581 7,173

Disasters o.n the Laxis..The Buffalo Com-
mercial Adtertuer of Saturday lut publishes a
detailed ststement showing the is of life and
property on the Lakes during the past year. The
vessels which met with disasters were 31 steam¬
ers, y propellers, 9 barks, 34 brigi, M scchooners,
and 6 scows.ia all, 170. Tbe loss of property
waa

On Steamboats.f36%7lo
.. rropellers. J*.tl4
. . Sail vessels. 262,752

Total.8)558,336
Ten steamboats, twenty-one sailing vessels,

and probably one propeller, were entirely loss
the remainder were only partially damaged.
The loss of life wu 3^5, of which 375 were on

board steamers and 20 on aailing vessels. The
steamers in which lives were lost were the G. P.
Griffith, burned. 250 ; A. Wayne, exploded and
sunk, 65; Commerce, sunk by collision, 3s, Amer¬
ica, explosion, 11 Troy, do. 9 | Calumet, do. 1
Canada, zale, 1. The sailing vessels were!
schooner Neptune, foundered, 7, all on board;
schooner Martha Preme, wrecked, 7 schooner
General Thornton, do. 4 two scows cspsized, 2.
Many of thesei lives and much of this propertyhave been sacrificed for the want of convenient

harbors on our Lakes. There is not in the wide
world a commerce so valuable u this which is
left without the protection of its Government
The hostility of former Administrations to the
construction of lake harbors is criminal. The loss
of life, every year, on the Lakes, fof the want of
safe harbors, is frightful. Every Executive Veto
of a lake and river improvement bill has cost hun¬
dreds of lives. How long is this crying injustice
to be endared T [Albany Eve Journal.
Tatal Accident..Yesterday morning a most

terrible accident occurred at Alien s Print Works,(North End) in this city. A man by the name of
William Pollard became entangled in the ma¬
chinery and wu carried around by the shaft of
the engine at the rate of 100 revolutions a minute.
He wu first discovered in tnis situation. Before
the cDgine could be stopped both his feet had
been torn from his limbs and were found from ten
to twenty feet from him. He expired aim is: in¬
stantly. He waa about 50 yeara of age, and
leaves a wife in cd;gent circumstances.

[rtorwi-hCc a by, Friday.

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN MAILS-
....

Itrport of the First Assistant I*ostmm*ter-
Oaerml.
Posr-Orrics DlKITMIHT, >

Co«Ta*cT Orricr.. Seturdav. Not. 16.183«. %

Sir: The annexed ttble (marked A, exhibits
the mail service of the United Statea for the last
contract year. It represents the extent of the
sen ice as it stood at the cloae of the year, by the
number of miles of annual transportation, the only
common standard to which it can be reduced | and
it presents the cost of the transportation in the an¬

nual prices at which that service was ongsgod. It

may be well to explain, that, in the nature of

things, it gives results at higher amounts than
what the actual payments of the year, under the
modifications and reductions that take place,
would show. .

As compared with a like table made for the

year ending June JO, 1849, it ahows an increase
in the service of the last, over the preceding year,
in all particulara.greater length of routes within
the I nited States by 10.9C9 miles.more annual
transportation thereon by the difference of 3.997,
354 miles.more aggregate cost on transportation
within the United 8tates by the sum of 9393,911
.more coat in mail agencies and foreign service

by SM.343.making the total increase of cost
9350,554. That increase, from 1849 to 1954T, is 11
7-10 per cent, in cost, and 9 4TO per cent, in ser¬

vice.
The mail eervice in California, ;'and the trifling

amount in Oregon.! performed within the last eon
tract year, were too irregular, and too imperfectly
reported and understood at the department, to be
embraced in the annexed table.
On the 30th June last there were Sp80S United

States mail routes in operation; there were 4,765
mail contractors; 100 route "gents , 27 local agents,
and 37b mail messengers. Table B will show bow
they-were distributed among the different sections
of the service.

In respect to the current year, commencing 1st
July last, attention is called to the annexed table,
marked C. It shows the anuual prices, and the
extent of transportation at which the mail service

in the southwestern and uorthwestern section of
the I nion was placed undercontract, at ami since
the last annual lettings, held in April and May
last, for tbe term of four years, beginning with
the 1st July, lw.'o. A quarter's performance of
this service has already expired. The last year a

service in those States* and Territories. ro wit-
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa,
Minnesota. Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala¬
bama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and Tex
aa.was the last performed under the coot-acts
that expired on the Ji'th June, 1880, and sums up
at 17,368,998 miles of annual transportation, and
$943,592 of annual oat.
The new service now employed in those Statea

and Territories, and in operation since the 1st July,
I ".stands at 19,341,940 miles of annual transpor¬

tation, and 91,1*0,1 r> of annual cost.more this
year than last by 1,873,941 miles and 1139,999.
Here is one item.the difference in cost oftrans¬

portation betwen the old and new contracts, in

one of the four sections of the United States, that
will increase the expenses of the present over the

past jear.8236 >«J6
TMsia t!.e result of the last periodical letting*. Tho

miscellaneous dally orders ofthe Postmaster Oeu-
eral. directing . ». Uuprovemeuls, and en¬

largements orthe maul service, in tlie three odter
eeciionsof the Union, for the first quarter of die
.Mrr.ni year, wnl add tho fanner sum annually. _

after deducting tbe amount ofcurtailments, or-912.nt
The placing of the stesni mail packet Kraikim on

ti e New York and Ha* re route, will add thccsi
of a half-iaoulhly line, for about ten months. 61 V0

Tba service in California and Oregon, so far as offi¬
cially reported lor the current year, is. 17')

There is resson to believe that the actual
amount will exceed that sum. The aervicein
California is yet in a crude and unadjusted state.
No routes have been established within it by Con¬
gress, until a very recent date. -No mail trans

portation has been authorized, except the tempo-
rary service to be procured by the agent creatad
by the act of August 14, 1n4*<. What has beeu
obtained has been for short periods, and ou brief
notices, and at high rates. The agency placed in
charge of this anomalous service haa changed
hands three times. At so remote and difficult a

point of operations, beyond the immediate reaoh
of orders and advice Irom the head of the Depart¬
ment and its other offices, what is most needed is
an adequate, knowledge and practical familiarity,
ou the part of the agent, with the principles,
rules and mode ot proceedings in the arrange¬
ments of the mail service, in the letting of con¬

tracts, and other details and this ia not to be im¬
mediately expected, if the necessary experience
is yet to be acquired. Suilicieut time has not
elspsed to receive information from the agent last
appointed.

Ttiere are mrvr Items of expenditure to swell
the expeuses of this year over those of the last;
but the amounts of them cannot be stated witti

pret Ision. The steamship Humboldt will be placid
in the New-York and Havre service, at the addi¬
tional cost of 975,000 per annum, but at ao late a

date probably as to bring but a small portion of
the expense into the accounts of this year. It is
impossible to anticipate what will be the amount
of the current orders for tho increase of tbe ser-

vie e, in the three last quarters of the year. Put¬
ting it at due proportion, which would be aalte:
arbitrary ,) to the amount of like orders for three
sections of the Union, made in the tirst quarter, it
would be at the rate of 952,P7f? a year. But then
only a part of that amount would fall into the pay¬
ments made this year, and circumstances in the
service may arise, to produce a very different
amount of additional allowance.
By an act, approved September 27, 1850, Con-

gresa created 793 new post routes. One sixth of
them, in number, may be put in operation this
year, at a supposable cost, we will say, of 915,000
per annum, bve twelfths of which only will come
into the expenditure of this year. To put this
service under contract, requires an advertisement
for proposals, and a public letting. In respect to
those new routes that lie in the New-England,New
York, and middling sections, advertisements for
bids may be immediately Issued, and the lettings
thereon held at an early day in January next .
This preliminary letting could not well be enlarged,
in order to include in it thoae of more distant
States, without seriously interfering with the pro¬
ceedings of the great annual lettings, which this
year embrace the entire service of the Southern
States, aa a later period would have to be fixed
to allow the legal notices to be given to the dis¬
tant points. Therefore, the new routes in all bat
the New England, New-York, and middle sec¬
tions, snd in California and Oregon, will have to
be disposed of, to contract at the annual lettings
next spring, and go into operation on the 1st Ju-
ly, i-51. But in the meantime, temporary con¬
tracts might be made whenever parties proffer
proposals for that purpose. This last proceedingwill involve an additional cost beyond what is
above estimated, and the amount will be farther
increased by the new service that the California
and Oregon agents may succeed in placing under
contract within tbe year.

I recur to the new contract service of the cur¬
rent year.that of the northwestern and south¬
western States .'nd Territories.tj point out the
character of its increase in cost and extent, ever
the old service ofthe same section, which has been
superseded by it. We pay on that section twen¬
ty-live per cent, more thts year than last, while
we have but ten and three foarths per cent, more
of annual transportation of the mail. This, with
tbe fact that the increase of the last year over the
preceding, greater in cost than in the extent
of the service, would indicate a constant rise in
the prices of mail transportation. A close exami¬
nation will show, tiiat in tbe change from the pre¬
ceding year to the last, and from the expired con¬
tracts of last year to the new contracts of the cur
rent yesr, there has been to a large extent a sub¬
stitution of the higher for the lower grades of mail
conveyance. If v,e do not gwt aa equivalent in¬
crease of the service in the number of mails, wa
get sen ice of greater speed and better quality.The mails have been shifted to more expeditionsand costly liaes of stesmboats on the western
lakes. They have beeu transferred from coaches
to the newly constricted railroads radiating from
the great centers of business and population, in
all aectiona of the country, and they have formed
entire new channels ef conveyance on the Cum-
berime and White rivers, and on the coast of
Texas, in steamboats arranged into l;nes for
that purpose, where before there were nothingbut some detached cross routes; and this speciesof change is more or leas in progress, as the en¬
terprise of the country is developed in the crea¬
tion ol improved facilities. Nor is it confined to
the cases where steam has superseded the infa-
nor modes of conveyance. At the last lettings,ftur-horse coach transportation was contracted
too* the thoroughfare roads In the southwestern
and northwestern States, instead of the two-horsa
ose cnvejaiice, which could have be.m »btain

ta a« s: r.-h .wer prices, bot whi. h left the

public to lufTcr ander fin insdequate^rnodc of mail-
trsrsportation, or look to the uncertain favor of
the contractor to furnish a better mode, under the
influence of tome other motive than a sense ef
obligation to the Government. The increas* of
cost beyond tbe proportionato increase of extent
in miles, is not, therefor.., wholly an advance of
price, or additional cost, without an equivalent;
t.ut represents mainly a better qaallty of the ser¬

vice, secured by tbe contract, lo the part., inlet of
speed, and greater capacity to give certftn.ty tad
security to the mails.
On account of the more special interest! a SO

by Congress, and the public in our railroad and!
steamboat mails, the annexed tables, [D and K,)
arc appended, to show the particulars ot the con¬

tract on each route of railroad and steamboat con¬

veyance, for tho current year. ImprovenieatO
have been made on several of the lines, so as to
give a speed of about twenty five miles t. ao

boor, by means of special trsir.s, stopper *. bat
few of the intermediate points, and den ted to
tbe accommodation of through mail and travel.
It ia believed that this is attended with i'-'-ided
pecuniary advantages to the companies, derived
from the additional travel thus attracted eve*

their roads. The desire is universal and saOSt ar¬

gent, to see this improvement introduced where
it is so natural to look for it, upon the p. incipal
lines in the United Stttes-that between its first
commercial city and its capital. A departure
from New York on this line, at sever, instead of
nve in the evening, would promote the conveni¬
ence and economy of travel. It would promote
the mail accommodation of the public to an im¬
mense extent, by taking on the entire correspon¬
dence of the day, which there would then be time
to write before the close of business hours, and
by taking on a vast amount of mails from the in¬
terior, which, in that case, would have time to
make full connections with the Southern Iba»
This, with a dispatch of bit twenty miles to an

hour, including all stops, instead of the average
ol sixteen, now given on the whole line, w >ul<!

bring the mail to Washington by seven oYlxk
the nest morning, and allow a reasonable inter¬

val 'whereas there is now not a in in ate, I for over,

baulirg and distributiv thst portion of it thst is

to go forward to the South Between Liverpool
and London, the speed of the ordinary mails, as

we compute from office i>> office, is trom twe ity
10 twenty three miles an hour, and of the expose
mail trsii.s, from twenty six t« thirty. The . uin-

Itsfon ot our contractors on tho Ocean line, ha»,
in a space of three yean, increased the speeder
our steamships between America and Unhand,
to equal, >f not t0 ,uri'M»- that or the HntiSb
steamers. Nowhere within the United Sta:o«,
could this example be followed with greater ad-
IMtop and distinction than on this.the most
national of our railroad lines.the route between
New-York and Washington Another improve-
ment on a portion of tho railroads is greatly
needed.more suitable apartments in the care,
than have been furnished, to contain the mails
safely, and to serve ss an office for the mail
scent.
Tabie F exhibits a list of the fureigu or o -can

routes, distinguishing those under contrmt with
the Secretary of the Navy, from those field di¬
rectly un.ler the Postmaster (Jeneral.
On these routes correspondence is conveyed to

and from loreign countries and remote portion«
of the I nited States in steam packets employed
under contract by Government and running at
stated periods. By the former mode (still 10 use

wbesever parties resort to it» it was conveyed by
sailing vessels, as their voyages might M ur,
for a small gratuity payable upon each letter at

the port of delivery. The new system is much
the most expensive but it u'ives to correspond¬
ence regularity ami dispatch, the utmost thai ie
attainable for any purpose, between the same

points of destination. This is of the hignest im¬
portance to tho interests involved in correspond*
encc, and as a matter of service deserves a larger
compensation. Hut thia species of mail convey,
ancc devolves a cost OpOO the Government be-
\on.l the price of service as flxedby any postages
that have been prescribed. This is because indi¬
vidual means are inadequate to tho undertaking
of establishing and maintaining steam navigation
on the ocean. Aid from tbe Government is ne¬

cessary, and a wise policy contributes it, lor na¬

vigation by stesm, in view of tho competition of
other nations, is essential to tbe commerce of the
country, from which our public revenues are de¬
rived, and eminently important as a means of
public defense and an element of national pros¬
perity snd power. Government aid has been ex¬
tended to these important steam ontcrprises t.»
an extent beyond the revenue in postages, do-
rived from the correspondence so conveyed Yet
an enlarged view of the subject will show that
the surplus thus contributed, is, after all, ned
to the Government, in postages collected One
letter received from abroad may cause several to
bo written at home. Look at the extraordinary
annual increase iu the amount of postage s nee
our foreign steam mail lines have keen fi irly
put in operation, swelling it to nearly three fold
the usual per cent of advance! Foreign om-
BtefVS that deposits its freights at our soaiorts,
<in< s not limit to them tl).* prosperity ft ¦. iteS,
quickens and cnlnrgcs domestic trade |hf ughall the interior channels of business. So with
foreign correspondence. It creates and stimu-
lat. s a corresjMindence w-thin the country, which
enlarges the more as the former becomes throughthe agem y of steam conveyance, more regular,
expeditious, and frequent.
The policy of aiding commercial enterprise, in-

cressing snd improving the facility of steam navi¬
gation by contracts for the mails, was commenced
by Great Britain. France followed the exvnplefor a brief period only, in her short lived Harro
and New-York line. The honor of maintaining the
competition in that career of policy where the
struggle is for success in the improvement of steam
navigation, and iu the commerce of the world,
now devolves on the United States. Our com¬
mencement (on the 1st.I uiie, 1147,) was on a small
scsle, with the steamship Washington, on the
route to Northern Germany. We now number
sixteen ocean steamers, in actual mail serv.ee, on
routes to England and France, as well as to Ger¬
many, to Cuba, the Isthmus of Panama, and the
ports of California and Oregon; and the number
w ill be twenty when the full complement itaniol
the present contracts is furnished. It would be
unressonable to suppose that the system has at¬
tained its full growth. We may well ar.tr ..ate
thst other steam packet lines will be established
from tbe Atlantic and Golf cities, will OSBSMM t the
Esst Indies and China with California, and he ex*
tended to the Pacific ports of South Amer.. a
The establishment of them develops imp rtant

duties on the General Post Oltlce. Postal ar.
rangements with the countries to which they ar«
extended are necessary to enable the boa .is to
be enjoyed, which they are designed to eonfar, an
mail facilities. Hence the postal arraag- nento
made by this Department with the Post Office ao-
thorities of Germany in 1*17. snd those which
were effected tarougu troaty with Great M.-itain
in IMt, Now we have a line just established to
France, postal arrangements with that 11 f,ublioshould follow, so as to secure with it, and tho
countries beyond, advantages of like ehsJOOtslwith those obtained from the lines of G rmanyand England. And it is highly desirable to havelike arrangements with the authorities of Cuba, of
Jamaica, and of Panama, to enable us to »afl byour steamships through those places, and hy theforeign lines there connecting, the correspondence,cf cur citizens to points beyond, in the West In«
dies, and on the South Pacific Coast. Beside the
toregoing, there are unfinished arrangements with
Great Britain respecting the Canadian "orrca-

Eondencc with the United States, whien havt
een withheld from completion by Great Kr.tain,

on account, it is believed, ot some importantchange in tho relations between tbe mother coun¬
try and the Provinces. The convenience .1 oat
public requires the consummation of these ar«
rangements, providing a uniform rate far mtoti
States and Candian correspondence, with privi¬lege of prepaying the postage, cr sending unpaid. J

It is proper to state, in this connection. IQOI the
Minister of the King of Prussia having manifested
a strong desire for the establishment of better
postal relations with tnis country, ander negotia¬
tions with him, the late Postmaster-Gen-nt) di*
rected an agreement with the Post Office Uiyart-
ment of that kingdom to I»- prepared. It '«¦ >w
under the consideration of that Government. The
object to be gained ia a "closed mail" communica¬
tion through England and Belgiam a aalforos
rate of jrostsge. combining, with that of the at-
ted States and Prussia,thetransitcharges mi 8 eat
Britain end Belgiam, with the right to reps/ or
send unpaid, and a sehen,,- of accounting bet ween
the two Gnvernmentt.and w.th those of tbe inter¬
mediate countries.Boston and New-York or, oar
psrt, snd Aux la Cbapeiie, on tbe part of Prussia,
to be the exchange offices. A recent Post 'nion
Convention between Austria. Prussia and other
Gasmas powers, will give a wide effect 10 the
postal agreement with Prussia, whose frontier
town is ti e key point to tr. s extensive term -ry.
Its ex< *tion l,y Prussia is delayed to obtain light¬
er trai sit rates through Rrefjaad and Belgium.-*


